Sit-in Protest Near the American Consulate General

Friday April 9, 2004

On Friday April 9, 2004 at approximately 6:30PM, there will be a demonstration held near the American Consulate General in Casablanca.  The sit-in is planned in response to the killing of Hamas leader Sheikh Yassin.  We have been informed that the road in front of the U.S. Consulate ( Boulevard Moulay Yousef) will be blocked by the Moroccan police.    

The Embassy has no indication of the crowd size, but anticipates a sizeable police presence to monitor/control the demonstration and provide significant security support to all US facilities.  Isolated anti-American incidents, however, may occur during the demonstration.  

Americans are advised to avoid the area around the US Consulate in Casablanca on Friday afternoon, April 9, 2004.  Americans traveling or living in other parts of Morocco may encounter demonstrations in other cities.   As stated in the Department of State’s Worldwide Caution Public Announcement of March 24 and the Middle East and North Africa Public Announcement of the same date, American citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.  Americans are also advised to avoid demonstrations or large gatherings as a prudent security precaution.  If you have any questions or concerns about security conditions, please contact the U.S. Consulate General in Casablanca at 022-43-05-78 or visit our website at:  www.usembassy.ma

