Sit-in Protest Near the American Consulate General

Thursday March 25, 2004

National Day of Demonstration Against the Killing of Sheikh Yassin 

Saturday, March 27, 2004

On Thursday, March 25, 2004 at approximately 6:00PM, there will be a demonstration held near the American Consulate General in Casablanca.  The sit-in is planned in response to the killing of Hamas leader Sheikh Yassin.  We have been informed that the road in front of the U.S. Consulate ( Boulevard Moulay Yousef) will be blocked by the Moroccan police.    

Further, the American Embassy has received word that a National Day of Demonstration will be held in Rabat on Saturday, March 27, 2004 to show support for the Palestinian people and anger at the killing of Sheikh Yassin.  It is scheduled to begin at 9 AM and will proceed along the following route: begin at Bab al Had near the Medina, march down Chari Hassan II, turn right onto Mohammed V Avenue, turn right onto Chari Moulay Hassan and end at Bab Rouah next to the palace.  If the demonstration is attended by a large number of people, the march will continue past Bab Rouah and down Chari Annasr (also known as the Avenue de la Victoire) where it will end at Sahat Mohammed Zerktouni circle. 

The embassy has no indication of the crowd size but all major political parties are supporting the demonstration.  If the weather is good on Saturday, this demonstration could be exceptionally large, causing transportation problems on the roads in Rabat and completely filling all trains as people seek to return to their homes or to other cities.  We expect that the Moroccan authorities will close certain streets and roads in Rabat, have in place a sizeable police presence to monitor/control the demonstration and provide significant security support to all US facilities.  Isolated anti-American incidents, however, may occur during the demonstration.  

As a result of both events, Americans are advised to avoid the area around the US Consulate in Casablanca on Thursday afternoon, March 25, 2004 and the downtown area of Rabat on Saturday, March 27, 2004.  Americans traveling or living in other parts of Morocco may encounter other unauthorized demonstrations in other cities.   As stated in the Department of State’s Worldwide Caution Public Announcement of March 24 and the Middle East and North Africa Public Announcement of the same date, American citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.  Americans are also advised to avoid demonstrations or large gatherings as a prudent security precaution. If you have any questions or concerns about security conditions, please contact the U.S. Consulate General in Casablanca at 022-43-05-78 or visit our website at:  www.usembassy.ma

